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Activity: Explore ways in which insects communicate.
Life Skill: Communication

Science Skill: Experimenting and observing
Success Indicator: Describes how insects communicate
Supplies Needed:  Comb, flashlight, poster board 0
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See if you can make some of the same sounds that
insects make to communicate with each other.
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Reflect
e What did you learn about communicating without Insects communicate with each other to warn
using words? of danger, to tell of food, to attract mates, to
® What new information did you learn about insect define territories, to recognize members of the
communication? same group and to pass other information that
How do you communicate your feelings to others? helps the group survive.
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e Describe what happened when you tried to 3%;1{2:[;?:3” Ecr?rtsfg
communicate without words with a family member e o
or friend. 2
Abdomen tapped ~ Attract  Stoneflies
against wood mates
L Head banged Warn of  Soldier
against the danger  termites
wall nest
Color Red, black, Warn of Bees,
orange or danger  wasps and
yellow hornets
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1. With your helper or group, make up a code of
sounds to communicate. You might use a

series of short sounds to mean one thing and
another series of sounds for another meanin g

2. Make a list of how we use light to
communicate.

:3. For insect sounds visit: www.néhees.org
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